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Amb. Derek Mitchell Joins Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA 

as a Distinguished Senior Fellow (Non-Resident) 

 
WASHINGTON, DC – Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA (Sasakawa USA), a leading U.S.-Japan 
think tank, has named Amb. Derek Mitchell a distinguished senior fellow (non-resident). 

 
Purpose 
Amb. Mitchell brings a wealth of strategic insight and a lifelong commitment to democratic 
governance and security in the Indo-Pacific region. Over the course of his distinguished career, 
he has also developed a deep understanding of the political dynamics in Asia. With his 
appointment as distinguished senior fellow (non-resident), we are confident that Amb. 
Mitchell’s expertise will further enhance the activities and impact of Sasakawa USA. Among his 
first activities, he is expected to embark on a one-week research trip to Japan on Foreign 
Information Manipulation and Interference (FIMI), as part of the U.S.-Japan Research Exchange 
program. 
 
Biography 
Derek Mitchell is a senior adviser to the President and Asia Program at the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies in Washington D.C. Between 2018 and 2023, Ambassador Mitchell was 
president of the National Democratic Institute, a U.S.-based non-profit, non-government 
organization dedicated to supporting democratic development worldwide. From 2011-16, he 
served as U.S. special envoy and then ambassador to Burma (Myanmar), the first in 22 years, 
during a historic period in the country’s nascent democratic transition. From 2009-11, 
Ambassador Mitchell oversaw the Obama Administration Defense Department’s Asia policy as 
the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Asian and Pacific Security Affairs and 
acting Assistant Secretary. Mitchell had previously served at Defense as Special Assistant to the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Asian and Pacific Affairs during the Clinton Administration, and 
from 2001-2009 served as senior fellow for Asia in CSIS’s International Security Program, where 
he founded the Center’s Southeast Asia Program.  

Ambassador Mitchell is currently Practitioner Fellow at Oxford University’s Centre for Democratic 
Resilience, Board member at the Institute for Indo-Pacific Security, and writing a book about 
Myanmar, entitled “Myanmar Days: A Chronicle of Diplomacy and Democracy,” to be published 
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by Columbia University Press. 

 

 
### 

 

About Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA 
 

Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA (Sasakawa USA) is a non-partisan 501 (c)(3) organization dedicated 
to deepening the understanding of and strengthening the relationship between the U.S. and Japan for 
the benefit of a free and open international community. Its activities focus on security and diplomacy, 
through exchanges, dialogue, analysis, publications, and networking. Follow us on X @SasakawaUSA, 
Instagram @sasakawausa, and visit our website at Sasakawa USA. 
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