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Dr. Miwako Kitamura Joins Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA 
as a Senior Fellow  

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA (Sasakawa USA), a leading U.S.-Japan 
think tank, has named Dr. Miwako Kitamura a senior fellow (non-resident).  
 

Dr. Kitamura is a researcher (specially appointed) at Tohoku University's 
International Research Institute of Disaster Science (IRIDeS) and played a 
key role in orchestrating immersive field visits to Tohoku and Noto during 
the Sasakawa USA Emerging Experts Delegation (SEED) on Strengthening 
Disaster Risk Reduction through Women, Peace and Security. These 
experiences provided delegates with unparalleled access to community 
leaders at the forefront of recovery efforts in the regions impacted by the 
2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and the 2024 Noto Peninsula 
Earthquake. Sasakawa USA is grateful for her continued work to support 
vulnerable communities in Japan’s disaster-stricken areas. Following up on 

these engagements, Dr. Kitamura will play an important role in Sasakawa USA’s upcoming 
Regional Alliance Series symposium on equitable resilience and social vulnerability with Tulane 
University’s Disaster Resilience Leadership Academy. 
 
Dr. Kitamura’s career was profoundly shaped by her volunteer experience during the Great East 
Japan Earthquake. This pivotal event led her to transition from professional photography to 
academia, where she now works on critical issues related to social infrastructures in disasters. 
 
Her research centers on gender issues, disability, and socially vulnerable groups, with a particular 
focus on gender and disaster management. Dr. Kitamura’s work emphasizes community-driven 
approaches and women's empowerment in disaster risk reduction (DRR). Drawing from personal 
experiences with health challenges and eldercare, she has become a passionate advocate for 
those facing difficult circumstances, as well as those caring for their families. 
 



 

 

Dr. Kitamura also serves as the deputy director of the Centre for Gender and Disaster Research 
at IRIDeS. This center is a collaborative effort between University College London (UCL) and 
IRIDeS, focusing on gender and disaster research. 
 
For further information, please contact Associate Communications Officer Kathryn Bubolz at 
kbubolz@spfusa.org.  
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About Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA 

Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA (Sasakawa USA) is a non-partisan 501 (c)(3) organization dedicated to 
deepening the understanding of and strengthening the relationship between the U.S. and Japan for the 
benefit of a free and open international community. Its activities focus on security and diplomacy, through 
exchanges, dialogue, analysis, publications, and networking. Follow us on X @SasakawaUSA, Instagram 
sasakawausa, and visit our website at Sasakawa USA. 


