-- Presented as part of the 2019 National Cherry Blossom Festival –

Racing to the Future:
U.S.-Japan Technology Trends and Leadership in Self-Driving Vehicles
April 2, 2019 | 4:30-7:30pm
The Mayflower Hotel - District Ballroom
Washington, D.C.
Celebrating friendship between the United States and Japan as symbolized by the cherry blossom trees, Sasakawa USA
will present an innovative public discussion highlighting U.S.-Japan leadership and collaboration in emerging technologies
as part of the 2019 National Cherry Blossom Festival.
The event will feature Silicon Valley experts to discuss technology trends in the United States and Japan with a focus on
technologies surrounding autonomous driving vehicles. Panelists will explore how autonomous driving can dramatically
transform our future way of life, and highlight areas where the United States and Japan can further collaborate to
promote and govern the application of self-driving vehicle technology in the United States, Japan, and the world.
A light, cherry blossom-themed reception will follow the discussion, featuring Japanese appetizers, drinks, traditional
sweets and tea ceremony demonstrations, and more.
The event is free and open to the public. Seating is on a first-come, first-served basis. Pre-registration is required.

Agenda
4:00

Registration and networking

4:30

Welcome remarks by Ambassador (ret.) James Zumwalt and a special Sasakawa USA
representative

4:35

Featured discussion: “U.S.-Japan Technology Trends and Leadership in Self-Driving Vehicles”
Moderator: Fred Katayama, Business Journalist and Former Tokyo Correspondent
Joanna Drake, General Partner, Core Ventures Group
Jim Adler, Managing Director and Board Member of Toyota AI Ventures
Bert Kaufman, Head of Corporate and Regulatory Affairs, Zoox

6:00

Reception

7:30

Conclusion

Tag: @SasakawaUSA @CherryBlossFest #SpringBlossomsHere

Speaker Bios
In alphabetical order
Jim Adler is the founding managing director of Toyota AI Ventures, and an executive advisor at the
Toyota Research Institute (TRI). He also serves on the Investment Committee of JetBlue Technology
Ventures and on the Department of Homeland Security Data Privacy and Integrity Advisory Committee.
Jim joined Toyota AI Ventures from TRI, where he served as vice president of data and business
development. Prior to that, Jim was vice president of products and marketing at Metanautix, a big data
analytics startup funded by Sequoia Capital and Workday that was acquired by Microsoft. Previously, Jim
was the vice president of data systems and chief privacy officer at Intelius, which was acquired by H.I.G. Capital. In addition, he
founded VoteHere, a pioneer in cryptographic secure and secret online voting for public elections that was funded by Cisco and
HP, among others. Jim started his career as a rocket engineer for Lockheed Martin.
He received his bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering with high honors from the University of Florida, and a master’s
degree in electrical and computer engineering from the University of California, San Diego.

Joanna Drake has been creating next-generation digital experiences as a Silicon Valley entrepreneur for
over 20 years. After many years angel investing in tech start-ups with the prominent Broadway Angels
group, she joined partner Shinya Akamine to build out Core Ventures Group. Core Ventures Group is a
seed stage venture fund backed by many leading global Japanese corporates and investing in
technology start-ups around the world.
Previously, Joanna served as a Chief Operating Officer for DeNA West. She oversaw operations outside of
Asia for this leading Japanese social mobile company, working closely with the Founder and Board of Directors on international
expansion and global operations. Joanna spent her longest and most notable start-up years as the first executive to join Vice
President Gore and Joel Hyatt in writing the business plan, raising the funding and co-founding Current TV in 2001. Joanna
spent 10 years with Current TV, including stints as President of New Media, pioneering the world's first social media platform,
as well as Chief Operating Officer and Chief Strategy Officer, overseeing Sales, Marketing, Distribution, Technology, and
International Operations. Earlier Joanna held executive positions at several leading technology and media start-ups, including
MOXI and ReacTV. She started her career at Booz Allen & Hamilton in the Media, Entertainment and Technology consulting
practice, working closely with the world's leading entertainment conglomerates and the largest Silicon Valley technology
companies.
Joanna holds a Master's degree from Stanford University where she supported former Ambassador to Japan Michael Armacost
as a researcher and wrote her thesis paper on The Foreign Direct Investment Strategies of Keiretsu. After receiving her BA in
Political Economy from University of California at Berkeley, where her studies were focused on the Japanese Industrial State,
she spent a year working in Tokyo and studying at Keio University.
Joanna’s deep connection to Japan began when her family relocated for several years to Tokyo and she attended Nishimachi
International Elementary School. Today Joanna authors a column called “Views from Silicon Valley” in the Nikkei Daily, as well
as a column “Female Leadership In Technology” for Forbes. She is the Co-Founder and Head of Programming for the annual
RAISE Conference for emerging fund managers and their Limited Partners.

Frederick H. Katayama is passionate about communications. He’s an award-winning business journalist,
communicator, Japan expert and programming and communications strategist for non-profits. He
produces content, assigns stories and anchors shows on personal investing at Reuters Television and
Business Video. Outside the newsroom, he has worked with Thomson Reuters’ corporate communications
to host a global webcast and employee conference with its CEO, anchor video segments on integration
with the chief transformation officer, and host podcasts on trust for the annual report. In his career
spanning print, television and digital media, he has covered breaking news events such as Hurricane
Katrina, 9-11 attacks, the Kobe earthquake and the Enron collapse. Earlier, he worked as an anchor and correspondent at
CNN, a business and general news reporter for CBS' Seattle affiliate, KIRO-TV, and a correspondent at the CNBC show, Japan
Business Today, produced by NHK . Before beginning his broadcast career, Katayama was a reporter for Fortune magazine in
New York and Tokyo, and a reporter at the Associated Press.
Katayama, a native of Los Angeles, graduated magna cum laude with a bachelor's degree in East Asian studies from Columbia
University. He also earned a master of science degree as an East Asia Fellow from Columbia University’s Graduate School of
Journalism. He serves on the board of Japan Society and is vice president at the John Manjiro-Whitfield Commemorative
Center for International Exchange. Katayama was a founding board member of the U.S.-Japan Council. He has delivered
speeches, moderated panels, and emceed events at major venues such as Carnegie Hall, Jazz@Lincoln Center, Asia Society,
Japan Society, and the Asian American Journalists Association conventions. He has won several AAJA national awards for
reporting and newsroom leadership, the Maxwell Media Award, the National Magazine Award as part of a Fortune reporting
team, and an Overseas Press Club of America citation, among others. He lives in New York City with his wife, FCI senior news
anchor Kaoriko Kuge, and his son, Justin.

Bert Kaufman currently heads corporate and regulatory affairs for Zoox, an early stage robotics company
developing a fully autonomous vehicle, the AI stack to make it drive, and the service for operation in cities.
Prior to joining Zoox, Bert advised Revolution, the Case Foundation and Glassdoor, Inc. From 2013 through
early 2016, he served as Senior Advisor in Secretary Penny Pritzker's office at the U.S. Department of
Commerce where he helped lead the Secretary's overall strategic engagement with the business
community domestically and internationally. Prior to joining the Obama Administration, Bert served as
Executive Director at Business Forward, an organization he launched in 2009, which fosters partnerships
Between business leaders and policymakers. Concurrent with Business Forward, he served as Vice President at Portico Policy
Advisors, where he advised tech and auto industry clients and venture-backed start-ups on strategic positioning and
policy. He has a B.A., M.S., and J.D. from Syracuse University. He is a member of the Bar of the District of Columbia and lives
in Palo Alto, Ca. and Washington, D.C.
Ambassador (ret.) James Zumwalt became Chief Executive Officer of Sasakawa USA in February 2017.
He was formally the U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Senegal and the Republic of Guinea Bissau from
2015 to January 2017. During his 36-year Foreign Service career, Ambassador Zumwalt served in a variety
of assignments with a focus on Asia and international economics in Washington, Tokyo, Beijing, Kinshasa,
Dakar, and Bissau. When the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami struck Japan in 2011, he was
serving as Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo, where he coordinated the United States’
support for the Japanese Government’s response to that crisis.
In Washington, D.C., he worked in the U.S. State Department’s Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs on the Japan, Korea,
and Philippines desks, the Bureau of Economic and Business Affairs, and the United States Trade Representative’s office. He
speaks Japanese, French, and some Chinese. Ambassador Zumwalt received a master’s degree in International Security
Studies from the National War College in 1998 and a Bachelor of Arts degree in American History and also in Japanese
Language from the University of California at Berkeley in 1979. He is from El Cajon, California and is married to Ann Kambara,
a retired Foreign Service Officer who is now pursuing a second career in social work.

