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Ambassador James P. Zumwalt named Sasakawa USA’s next CEO
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Sasakawa USA is proud to announce that Ambassador James P. Zumwalt
will be its Chief Executive Officer starting February 20, 2017. Ambassador Zumwalt has been the
United States Ambassador to the Republic of Senegal and the Republic of Guinea-Bissau for the past
two years, the capstone of a 36-year distinguished career in the United States Foreign Service.
Ambassador Zumwalt has extensive experience in U.S.-Japan relations. Since
his first Foreign Service assignment in Japan to the United States Consulate
General in Osaka-Kobe in 1983, Ambassador Zumwalt has served in a variety of
assignments for the State Department related to East Asia. Most recently, he was
responsible for policy towards Japan and Korea as Deputy Assistant Secretary,
advancing the President’s agenda for Pacific Rim engagement. When the Great
East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami struck Japan in 2011, Ambassador Zumwalt
was serving as Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy Tokyo, where he
coordinated the United States’ successful response to that crisis. Ambassador
Zumwalt has a B.A. in Japanese Language and also in American History from
the University of California at Berkeley and an M.A. in International Security
Studies from the National War College.
Admiral Dennis Blair, the current CEO of Sasakawa USA who joined the foundation in 2014 and led
the team through a refocusing of its mission and a greatly expanded staff, will remain with the
foundation as Chairman of the Board and Distinguished Senior Fellow (Non-Resident). “There is no
one to whom I would rather turn over the duties of leading Sasakawa USA than Ambassador James
Zumwalt,” Admiral Blair said. “He brings a matchless depth of understanding of the U.S.-Japan
Alliance to the job. He believes in our mission of supporting and strengthening U.S.-Japan relations,
and will take our organization on to many more successes. I look forward to serving with him.”

About Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA
Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA is an independent American, non-profit, non-partisan, institution
devoted to research, analysis, and better understanding of the U.S.-Japan relationship. Through
research and education programs, Sasakawa USA facilitates people-to-people exchange and dialogue
between American and Japanese policymakers, influential citizens, and the broader public.
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